
CONTENTS

Cover & Table of Contents

Introduction

Interface

Interface Details

Urbanism & Collaboration:

 The ‘Snake Park’ 

 Backyard Homes

 ‘Spider’ Apartments

 Apartment Spine

Companion AR Interface

Companion Social Network

APPENDIX

 

1

2

3

4

5

10

12

14

16

17

18

Cover & Table of Contents  _  1
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INTRODUCTION

At YIMBY, we believe that communities 
oppose new development because they are 
excluded from its design and ownership, as 
they are confronted with formulaic proposals 
that paper over local character and diversity.

YIMBY invites local residents to envision 
and participate in the future of their own 
communities, empowering them to design 
new developments while connecting them 
with incentives and financing that can 
support their vision. The application is loaded 
with design elements that enhance quality-
of-life while adding commercial value, 
including public amenities, green spaces, 
and shared amenities.
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YIMBY includes a game-like desktop interface that aims to 
simplify the design process and integrate a range of pertinent 
considerations. It is stocked with modules crowdsourced 
from a diversity of architects & designers. Design proposals 
are assessed against current conditions and corresponding 
zoning limitations and users are invited to learn how to work 

around or contest these regulations. YIMBY also connects 
residents with more expansive visions for their community, 
PLUS expert guidance and financial support. All ideas are 
assessed for their sustainability and contribution to the 
community so that the expansive vision enabled by YIMBY is 
laden with support for a better collective future. 

INTERFACE
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URBANISM & COLLABORATION

Although YIMBY invites individual residents or 
households to design the future of their own 
neighborhood, the application is loaded with 
opportunities for collaboration with neighbors 
and other stakeholders in the community.

Under the ‘Urbanism Options’ tab, you can 
find info graphics and renderings (like this 
video) that illustrate potential outcomes of 
collaborative visioning on YIMBY.

This includes what I call the ‘Snake Park,’ 
which occupies the inner third of the overly 
deep parcels that typify blocks in LA, turning 
the center of the block into a public amenity 
that enhances safety and quality-of-life for 
surrounding residents. 
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3,216 sq.ft. total
4 BED | 4 BATH

+ 2 UNITS

15,450 sq.ft. total
40 BED | 20 BATH

+ 10 UNITS

7,106 sq.ft. total
12 BED | 12 BATH

+ 5 UNITS

7,206 sq.ft. total
14 BED | 14 BATH

+ 3 UNITS 8,820 sq.ft. total
16 BED | 8 BATH

+ 8 UNITS

7,210 sq.ft. total
14 BED | 10 BATH

+ 5 UNITS

3,888 sq.ft. total
8 BED | 8 BATH

+ 4 UNITS

1,800 sq.ft. total
4 BED | 3 BATH

+ 1 UNIT

BACKYARD HOMES
Built around older buildings

to avoid historic preservation 
limitations, maintain 

naighborhood ‘character,’ and 
limit redevelopment costs;

Supported by local programs like 
Los Angeles pre-approved 

Standard Plan Program.* 

Backyard Homes

BUILT IN 1912
1,812 sqft | 2 UNITS

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
2,304 sqft | 6 UNITS

6 BED | 6 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
560 sqft | 1 UNIT

1 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1890
1,418 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 2009
1,640 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

4 BED | 3 BATH

BUILT IN 1903
984 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
722 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

1 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
792 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,008 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1907
1,429 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
1,119 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,248 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1922
1,116 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1915
1,038 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1988
1,676 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

4 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1926
1,471 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
878 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1987
1,728 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1917
1,492 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
884 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
1,650 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1962
1,240 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1954
2,380 sq.ft. | 4 UNIT

4 BED | 4 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
920 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1920
3,664 sq.ft. | 4 UNITS

5 BED | 4 BATH

OTHER POTENTIAL OUTCOMES

These renderings and plans illustrate other 
potential outcomes include standard back-
yard homes only, or apartments that reach 
across blocks or run along their central spine. 
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50’

200 206-208 214 216-218 222-224 226-228 232 236 242 246-248

201 203-207 213-215 217-219 221-223 225 229 239 241-243

5,665 sq.ft. total
16 BED | 8 BATH

+ 3 UNITS

3,216 sq.ft. total
4 BED | 4 BATH

+ 2 UNITS

1,800 sq.ft. total
4 BED | 3 BATH

+ 1 UNIT

7,206 sq.ft. total
14 BED | 14 BATH

+ 3 UNITS

7,106 sq.ft. total
12 BED | 12 BATH

+ 5 UNITS

15,450 sq.ft. total
40 BED | 20 BATH

+ 10 UNITS

7,210 sq.ft. total
14 BED | 10 BATH

+ 5 UNITS
3,888 sq.ft. total

8 BED | 8 BATH

+ 4 UNITS
8,820 sq.ft. total
16 BED | 8 BATH

+ 8 UNITS

BUILT IN 1912
1,812 sqft | 2 UNITS

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
2,304 sqft | 6 UNITS

6 BED | 6 BATH

BUILT IN 1890
1,418 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1903
984 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
792 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,008 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1907
1,429 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
1,119 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,248 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1922
1,116 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1915
1,038 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1988
1,676 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

4 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1926
1,471 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1920
3,664 sq.ft. | 4 UNITS

5 BED | 4 BATH

BUILT IN 1962
1,240 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1954
2,380 sq.ft. | 4 UNIT

4 BED | 4 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
920 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1917
1,492 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
884 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
1,650 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
878 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1987
1,728 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
560 sqft | 1 UNIT

1 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 2009
1,640 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

4 BED | 3 BATH
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18,540 sq.ft. total
36 BED | 18 BATH

+ 9 UNITS

14,420 sq.ft. total
28 BED | 14 BATH

+ 7 UNITS

28,260 sq.ft. total
48 BED | 48 BATH

+ 24 UNITS

21,060 sq.ft. total
36 BED | 36 BATH

+ 18 UNITS

MERGE PARCELS
To share the costs of 
redevelopment and 

accommodate larger and more 
diverse shared amenities, 
work with your neighbors!

‘Spider’ Apartments

BUILT IN 1923
2,304 sqft | 6 UNITS

6 BED | 6 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
560 sqft | 1 UNIT

1 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1890
1,418 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 2009
1,640 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

4 BED | 3 BATH

BUILT IN 1903
984 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1907
1,429 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
1,119 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1922
1,116 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1915
1,038 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1988
1,676 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

4 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
878 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1917
1,492 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
884 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
1,650 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1920
3,664 sq.ft. | 4 UNITS

5 BED | 4 BATH

Urbanism & Collaboration: ‘Spider’ Apartments  _  12



50’

200 206-208 214 216-218 222-224 226-228 232 236 242 246-248

201 203-207 213-215 217-219 221-223 225 229 239 241-243

18,540 sq.ft. total
36 BED | 18 BATH

+ 9 UNITS

14,420 sq.ft. total
28 BED | 14 BATH

+ 7 UNITS

28,260 sq.ft. total
48 BED | 48 BATH

+ 24 UNITS

21,060 sq.ft. total
36 BED | 36 BATH

+ 18 UNITS

BUILT IN 1923
2,304 sqft | 6 UNITS

6 BED | 6 BATH

BUILT IN 1890
1,418 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1903
984 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH
BUILT IN 1907

1,429 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT
3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
1,119 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,248 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1922
1,116 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1915
1,038 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1988
1,676 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

4 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1920
3,664 sq.ft. | 4 UNITS

5 BED | 4 BATH
BUILT IN 1925

1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS
2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1917
1,492 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
884 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
1,650 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
878 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
560 sqft | 1 UNIT

1 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 2009
1,640 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

4 BED | 3 BATH
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27,180 sq.ft. total
44 BED | 44 BATH

+ 22 UNITS

15,480 sq.ft. total
24 BED | 24 BATH

+ 12 UNITS

21,600 sq.ft. total
36 BED | 36 BATH

+ 18 UNITS

SELL TO 
DEVELOPERS

Subdivide your parcel to sell 
the interior portion to 

developers (for- or non-profit) 
so they can build more 

expansive projects. 

Apartment Spine

BUILT IN 1923
2,304 sqft | 6 UNITS

6 BED | 6 BATH

BUILT IN 1890
1,418 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH
BUILT IN 1903

984 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT
2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
792 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,008 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1907
1,429 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
1,119 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1922
1,116 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1915
1,038 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1988
1,676 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

4 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1926
1,471 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1984
1,680 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
878 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1987
1,728 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1917
1,492 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
884 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
1,650 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1962
1,240 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1920
3,664 sq.ft. | 4 UNITS

5 BED | 4 BATH

Urbanism & Collaboration: Apartment Spine  _  14



50’

200 206-208 214 216-218 222-224 226-228 232 236 242 246-248

201 203-207 213-215 217-219 221-223 225 229 239 241-243

27,180 sq.ft. total
44 BED | 44 BATH

+ 22 UNITS

15,480 sq.ft. total
24 BED | 24 BATH

+ 12 UNITS
21,600 sq.ft. total
36 BED | 36 BATH

+ 18 UNITS

BUILT IN 1923
2,304 sqft | 6 UNITS

6 BED | 6 BATH

BUILT IN 1890
1,418 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1903
984 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
792 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1905
1,008 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1907
1,429 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
1,119 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1922
1,116 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1915
1,038 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1988
1,676 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

4 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1926
1,471 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1920
3,664 sq.ft. | 4 UNITS

5 BED | 4 BATH

BUILT IN 1962
1,240 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1925
1,094 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1917
1,492 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1923
884 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
1,650 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1906
878 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1987
1,728 sq.ft. | 2 UNITS

2 BED | 2 BATH

BUILT IN 1921
773 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

2 BED | 1 BATH

BUILT IN 1984
1,680 sq.ft. | 1 UNIT

3 BED | 2 BATH
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COMPANION AR INTERFACE & SOCIAL NETWORK

The ambition is to pair this game-like interface 
with an augmented reality capability, in which 
users can get a more immersive sense of their 
proposals and those of their neighbors. All are 
invited to comment and support these visions, 
and Community Points are awarded to popular 
projects that provide public and shared amenities. 
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17.5’

38’
Townhouse Apartments
1,265 square foot each
2 bedroom / 2 bath

Accessory Dwelling Unit

Super-Low-Income Apartment
1,330 square foot

10 ft ceiling
3 bedroom / 2 bath

EXISTING
Attached Bungalows

890 square foot each
2 bedroom / 1 bath

x5 total

x1 townhouse

x2

x1

Private Workspaces
665 square foot
10 ft ceiling
0.5 bath

x3

2 bedroom
2 bath
600 sq ft
9 ft ceiling

main living
space
665 sq ft
10 ft ceiling

townhouse
layers

7,160 square foot parcel
RD 1.5-1 multifamily residential zoning
8 x total units, including:
 1 x Super-Low-Income family unit
 1 x ADU

6701 N Figueroa St, LA
Development Proposal

42.5’ Total Height
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2 bedroom
2 bath
600 sq ft
9 ft ceiling

PRIMARY BEDROOM
10’8” x 15’5”

PRIVATE
BATH

5’ x 9’8”

SHARED
BATH

6’ x 9’8”

BEDROOM
10’9” x 12’2”

4th   oor
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FLEXIBLE
main living space
665 sq ft
10 ft ceiling

MAIN LIVING
SPACE

16’2” x 36’8”
(includes stairs)

3rd   oor

Appendix: (A) Townhouse Prototype  _  21



FRONT VIEW
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BACK VIEW MAIN LIVING SPACE
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SECONDARY BEDROOM

STAIRWELL

SHARED BATHROOM
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PRIMARY BEDROOM

PRIMARY SUITE BATHROOM
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CONCLUSION

Ultimately, YIMBY is not a one-off 
design solution, it is a platform for 

participation and collaborative 
visioning that has the potential 
to harness local passions, often 

evident on websites like Nextdoor, 
to build a new collectivized 

urban vision that can engender 
support for much needed housing 

development and improve our 
urban quality of life.
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